
 

Catchment Boundary Review 

Bankhead Elementary and Watson Road Elementary Schools 

School District staff presented to the Planning and Facilities (P&F) Committee, with recommendations, the process for review 

of Bankhead Elementary and Watson Road Elementary Catchment Areas.  Recently a new subdivision was created around the 

Highpointe Drive and Clifton Road area.  The current Bankhead Elementary and Watson Elementary catchment boundary splits 

the subdivision and in some cases the boundary splits individual properties which creates uncertainty when registering for an 

elementary school 

A catchment review is to be a collaborative process to minimize disruptions to families, make the most effective use of existing 

facilities, provide certainty for transportation eligibility and create sustainable enrolment levels in these elementary schools.  

The (P&F) Committee recommended that the Board of Education proceed with the Catchment review for Bankhead and Watson 

Road Elementary Schools.   

SD23 has established policies (Policy 405 and 405R) for setting/changing catchment areas.  The following are the principles to 

follow for catchment review: 

 reflect traditional neighbourhoods, subdivisions and regions; 

 minimize safety concerns for elementary students as a result of major roadways or other known hazards; 

 reflect long-term development to minimize stress caused by frequently changing boundaries in rapidly 

growing/declining areas; 

 maximize the efficiency of schools and the transportation system; 

 maintain a cohort of students at each grade level offered at the school, to support the long-term sustainability of the 

school. 

The timeline for this catchment review started in September with the development of some options for this area.  Presentations 
were made at Parent Advisory Committee meetings and the staff are expecting to provide a recommendation to the Board in 
November/December.  Any changes to the catchment boundaries, if approved by the Board, will be implemented for 
September 2019. 
 
The attachments are the current catchment boundaries and draft options for discussion purposes. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact David Widdis, Planning Manager at 250-470-3276 

 

  



Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. What types of changes can be proposed? 

The types of changes that could be proposed include: 

 changes to school boundaries (the catchment area for a school could change) 
 

2. What are the issues in my community? 

The shared catchment boundary for Bankhead Elementary School and Watson Road Elementary School 
divides a subdivision off Highpointe Drive that impacts the neighbourhood that includes Boynton Place, 
Traditions Crescent and Sladen Circle.  The catchment review is to redraw the boundary that would not 
divide properties but following along streets or property lines. 

 
3. When will these changes come into effect? 

The proposed recommendation would come forward to the Planning and Facilities Committee meeting in 
November/December and moved forward to a public Board of Trustees meeting.  If approved by the Board, 
the implementation for any change would be for September 2019. 

 
4. What will come forward to the Planning and Facilities Committee for review?   

The way the catchment boundary review process works, staff must develop a proposed plan detailing 
changes affecting schools in the review area.  At this time, it is a proposed plan for change.  That proposal 
is subject to consultation.  After the consultation process, staff will make recommendations to the Planning 
and Facilities Committee and the committee will vote on those recommendations.  The recommendations 
of the committee then go to Board for final approval. 

 
5. What will happen to students if these changes are made? 

The impact on students depends on the proposed change at the school.  Every effort has been made to 
keep student cohorts together.   

 
6. How can parents and guardians get involved? 

Parents, guardians, students and community members will have an opportunity to learn more about the 
recommended plan and to provide feedback in the fall.  This will occur in several ways, including: 

 Attending a Parent Advisory Committee meeting; 

 Provide written input to Planning.Review@sd23.bc.ca  

 Attending a Planning and Facilities Committee or Board meeting. 
 

7. What students will have to move from one school to another? Can all existing students remain 

in their current school?   

Students who are in their current school this current year will continue to stay in the school until they move 
to middle school.  If the catchment boundary is approved for September 2019, any new students applying 
to the school will be placed in priority based on Policy 405.   

 
 

8. Will siblings have to attend different schools? 

The Board of Education policy places a high priority on keeping siblings together, and the intent is to allow 
siblings to stay together if that is what families decide to do.  Any changes that are recommended are to 
cause the least disruption to families in the area.  Here are two examples of unique circumstances, which 
demonstrate how siblings could stay together: 

 Scenario 1: Both siblings attend Bankhead Elementary School but are now in catchment for Watson 
Elementary School.  The students are able to stay in the school until they are able to move to the middle 
school.   
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 Scenario 2: One sibling attends Bankhead Elementary School and a younger sibling is not currently 
attending a school.  This situation is reviewed on a case by case basis.  In previous catchment reviews, 
the Board has suspended policy to allow the younger sibling to attend the same school as the older 
sibling. 

 

 



 


